Based on the following Amendments and Remarks, the 
application is deemed to be in condition for allowance and 
action to that end is respectfully requested. 

Please amend the application as follows: 

IN THE CLAIMS; 

Please canceKtflaims 1-20, without prejudice, and 
please add the following new Claims 21-56 as follows: 



-- 21. An apparatus for providiijg subscription 
information, comprising : 



a receiver for receiving a request to receive or 
pick-up at least one of an issue of at least one of a 
periodical, a newspaper, airiSi a m^azine, a good, and a 
service, at a retail facility I^F stofte pursuant to a 
subscription, wherein the reqiAst>6ontains information 
regarding the subscription; 



a processing devLce for processing the request, 
wherein the processing device determines at least one of a 
status of the subscription and a number of at least one of an 
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issue of at least one of a periodical, a newspaper, and a 
magazine, a good, and a service, remaining to be fulfilled 
pursuant to the subscription, and further Mierein the 
processing device generates a message in /response to the 
request, wherein the message contains information regarding 
an authorization or a denial to provide the at least one of 
an issue of at least one of a periodical, a newspaper, and a 
magazine, a good, and a service; anc 




a transmitter for t/ar^5pit^inc/ the message to a 
point-of-sale transaction devicl located at the retail 
facility or store. 

22. The apparatus of dlaiVi 21, Wherein the 
* / \ s 
subscription is an existing snbscraJ^ion, and further 

wherein the apparatus is a subscription fulfillment 

processing computer. 

23. The apparatus/ of Claim 21, wherein the apparatus 
is at least one of a network computer, .an Internet server 
computer, and an web site server computer. 



24. The apparatus of Claim 21, wherein the apparatus 
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is utilized on or over at least of the Internet, the World 
Wide Web, and an intranet. 

25. The apparatus of Claim 21, /wherein the 
subscription is a subscription for at Aeast one of a printed 
at least one of periodical, newspaper, and magazine, and an 
electronic form at least one of per/odical , newspaper, and 
magazine. 



26. The apparatus o/\Clj=iin/2 
subscription is a subscriptJ^onVf 
rentals, video rentals, movi 
airline tickets, bus ticket 
stamps, postage, meals tickets, 
tickets to entertainment /events 



1, wherein the 

st one of movie 
ickets, ^show tickets, 
solin£ purchases, postage 
ets to sporting events, 
kets to theater 



performances, professional services, contracted for 
services, and any good/or service which can be the subject 
of commerce. 



27. The apparatus of Claim 21, wherein the point-of- 
transaction device/transmits the request to receive or pick- 
up the at least ome of an issue of at least one of a 
periodical, a newspaper, and a magazine, a good, and a 
service, to the /receiver . 
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28. The apparatus of Claim 27, wbferein the request 
contains at least one of an access code, /a personal 
identification number, and subscription /information stored on 
at least one of an account card, a smast card, a credit card, 
a charge card, a debit card, and a vatfue card. 

29. The apparatus of Claim^piT ^wherein the 
processing device determines wh^tVL^F th^subscription is 
active or not active. 

30. The apparatus of Claim 121, wherein the 
processing device determines at/ leasl ope of whether any 
number of issues remain to be fulfilled on the subscription 
and whether a maximum time period or a miration of the 
subscription has expired. 



31. The apparatus ©f Claim 21, wherein the 
processing device at least/ one of records a fulfillment of a 
delivery of at least one if an issue of at least one of a 
periodical, a newspaper, land a magazine, a good, and a 
service, pursuant to th^ subscription, decreases by one a 
number of at least one If issues, goods, and service, 
remaining to be fulfilled on the subscription, and performs 
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record updating for the subscription accounjf corresponding to 
the subscription. 



32. The apparatus of Claim 21, /wherein the apparatus 
is utilized to perform subscription fulfillment services for 
the subscription, wherein the subscription provides a pre- 
defined number of at least one of fan issue of at least one 
of a periodical, a newspaper, and/ a magazine, a good, and a 
service, over a pre- specif ied tjcme period, for a pre- 
specified time period which^ex&eed^ a normal time period 
for receiving all of th^pre-deJaned number of the at least 
one of an issue of at least |ife-^f a periodical, a 



newspaper, and a magazine, 



33. The apparatus' 




service , 



21, wherein the retail 



facility or store is at ]ieast one a retail facility, a 
store, a retailer, a retjail outlet, a retail store, a retail 
center, a retail location, a retail site, a newsstand, a 
magazine stand, a poinf -of -sale location, and a pick-up 
location. 



34. The apparatus of Claim 21, wherein the apparatus 
generates and transmits a second message to at least one of 
the point-of-sale transaction device and a communication 
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device associated with an individual, where/n the second 
message contains information regarding at least one of an 
available subscription, a subscription saLe or subscription 
special, an available new issue, a renewal notice, an 
extension notice, a termination notice,/ a subscription 
creation or initiation notice, a shipment of at least one 
of a subscription issue, a good, and 4 service, to a retail 
facility or store, and an arrival off at least one of a 
subscription issue, a good, and a ^prvice, at a retail 
facility or store. 

35. The apparatus of ClVim^Sl, wherein the apparatus 
links the point-of-sale transacpSj^ri device/to a subscription 
processing computer for facilitating a ^§-opening or a 
renewal of the subscription. 

36. An apparatus fojc providing subscription 
information, comprising : 



an input device far inputting information regarding a 
request to receive or piok-up at least one of an issue of at 
least one of a periodical, a newspaper, and a magazine, a 
good, and a service, at la retail facility or store pursuant 



to a subscription, wherein the subscription jfs an existing 
subscription; 

a processing device for processing/ the information 
regarding a request, wherein the information regarding a 
request includes information regarding the subscription, and 
further wherein the processing device generates a request; 

a transmitter for transmitting the request to a 
subscription fulfillment computer; 

a receiver for receiving a a:esp®nse to the request 
from the subscription fulfi raiment jcom^fer ;">and 

at least one of a display device Jloy displaying 
information contained in the respon&e^md an output device 
for outputting information contained inuthe response, 

wherein the processing device processes information 
contained in the response, wKerein the response contains 
information for authorizing pr denying the request to receive 
or pick-up the at least one lof an issue of at least one of a 
periodical, a newspaper, anil a magazine, a good, and a 
service, at the retail facility or store. 
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37. The apparatus of Claim 3g, wherein the input 
device further comprises : 

at least one of a keypad add a reading device, 
wherein the reading device at least one of reads and scans 
subscription information from at /least one of a credit card, 
a charge card, a debit card, a value card, and a smart card. 

38. The apparatus of/ Claijn 36, wherein the output 
device further comprises: 

a printer for prinjt\ng information contained in the 
response . 

39. The apparatus of cikim 36, wherein the 
apparatus is utilized do communicate with a subscription 
processing computer to/ at least one of initiate a 
subscription, renew a/subscription, extend a subscription, 
cancel a subscription, and terminate a subscription. 



40. The apparatus of Claim 36, wherein the apparatus 
is utilized on or ewer at least of the Internet, the World 
Wide Web, and an imtranet . 
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41. The apparatus of Claim 36, wh^ein the 
subscription is a subscription for at least one of a printed 
at least one of periodical, newspaper, and magazine, and an 
electronic form at least one of periodical, newspaper, and 
magazine . 



42. The apparatus of Claim p6, wherein the 
subscription is a subscription for/at least one of movie 



rentals, video rentals, movi 
airline tickets, bus tickets, g^sc 
stamps, postage, meals tickets 
tickets to entertainment even 
performances, professional service' 
services, and any good or service w< 
of commerce 



, show tickets, 
ine purchases, postage 
5kets td sporting events, 
Lckets^ to theater 
contracted for 
ich can be the subject 



43. The apparatus! of Claim 36, wherein the request 
contains at least one of /an access code, a personal 
identification number, and subscription information stored on 
at least one of an account card, a smart card, a credit card, 
a charge card, a debit! card, and a value card. 
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44. The apparatus of Claim 36, wh&rein the apparatus 
is utilized to perform subscription fulfilment services for 
the subscription, wherein the subscription provides a pre- 
defined number of at least one of an jjjssue of at least one 
of a periodical, a newspaper, and a magazine, a good, and a 
service, over a pre-specif ied time deriod, for a pre- 
specified time period which exceeds a normal time period 
for receiving all of the pre-defined number of the at least 
one of an issue of at least one af a periodical, a 
newspaper, and a magazine, a good, and a service. 



45. An apparatus 
information, comprising : 



)rovlding subscription 



a memory device f 
information, wherein the s 
at least one of informati 
least one of a periodica 



storing subscription 

on information includes 
ding a subscription for at 
per, a magazine, a good, 



ibscr 



rega} 



lfl a news; 

and a service, and information for at least one of creating 
a subscription and initiating a subscription; 



a processing device for processing a request to at 
least one of create a Subscription and initiate a 
subscription utilizing the information stored in the memory 
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device, wherein the request contains information regarding 
a request to receive a pre-defined number yof at least one 
of an issue of at least one of a periodical, a newspaper, 
and a magazine, a good, and a service /over a pre -specified 
time period, wherein the pre-specimed time period exceeds 
a normal time period for receiving all of the pre-defined 
number of at least one of an/aSsue of at least one of a 



periodical, a newspaper 
service, and further 
one of creates a sub 



md Jl rg&gazine, a good, and a 
er^#hj&W§ processing device at least 
itiates a subscription, 
and further wherein tH^ prices sLj&j device generates a 
message containing igfEormatT^on regarding the subscription; 
and 



a transrtatter for transmitting the message to at 
least one of <£ communication device associated with an 
individual ^nd a point-of-sale transaction device 
associated/with a retail facility or store. 



E6. The apparatus of Claim 45, wherein the 
subscription is flexible in a length of a subscription 
periojj 
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47. The apparatus of Claim 45, wherein the request 
is transmitted from at least one of the /ommunication device 
and the point-of-sale transaction devic 

48. The apparatus of Claim AS, wherein the 
apparatus is utilized on or over ajt least one of the 
Internet, the World Wide Web, andr an intranet. 

49. The apparatus ofJKbaiim 45, wherein the 
apparatus is linked to ^3ubfipr Option fulfillment computer. 

50. The apparatus ibf Claim 4l5, wherein the 
apparatus generates and transmits second message to at 
least one of the commun^ati®^aevice and the point-of-sale 
transaction device, wherein the^ second message contains 
information regarding /at least one of an available 
subscription, a subscription sale or subscription special, 
an available new issue, a renewal notice, an extension 
notice, a termination notice, a subscription creation or 
initiation notice/ a shipment of at least one of a 
subscription issue, a good, and a service, to a retail 
facility or sto:se, and an arrival of at least one of a 
subscription issue, a good, and a service, at a retail 
facility or strore. 
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51. The apparatus of Claim 45, wherein the apparatus 
processes information regarding a subscript/on for at least 
one of a printed at least one of periodica^, newspaper, and 
magazine, and an electronic form at leasy one of periodical, 
newspaper, and magazine. 



52. The apparatus of Claim 4p, wherein the 
subscription is a subscription for at least one of movie 



rentals, video rentals, movie 
airline tickets, bus tickets, j 
stamps, postage, meals ticket^ 
tickets to entertainment event 
performances, professional se 
services, and any good or se 
of commerce. 



;, show tickets, 
Tine purchases, postage 

Vto sporting events, 
Lcke^b to theater 
^ contracted for 
which can be the subject 



53. The apparatus of Claim 45, wherein the apparatus 
receives and processes information for at least one of making 
a change to the subscription, renewing the subscription, 
extending a term of the subscription, lengthening the 
subscription, shortening the subscription, and changing a 
condition regarding tfhe subscription. 
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54. The apparatus of Claim 45, wt^srein the 
apparatus receives and processes information regarding a 
change of a retail facility or store fyom which at least 
one of a pick-up, a receipt, and a de/ivery, pursuant to 
the subscription can be made. 

55. The apparatus of CladA 45, wherein the message 
contains information for authorising or providing a pick-up 
or receipt of a first of at^ff£apt pne of an issue of at 
least one of a periodica]/ a Inew^aper, and a magazine, a 
good, and a service, pursuantjto the subscription at a time 
of creation or initiation ofj tahe subscription. 

56. An apparatus ftor^BS^iding subscription 
information, comprising : 

a memory device for storing subscription 
information, wherein tpe subscription information includes 
at least one of information regarding a subscription for at 
least one of a periodical, a newspaper, a magazine, a good, 
and a service, and information for at least one of creating 
a subscription and initiating a subscription; 
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a processing device for processing a request for a 
subscription utilizing the information ^cored in the memory 
device, wherein the request contains iiucormation regarding 
a request to receive a pre-defined nutyber of at least one 
of an issue of at least one of a periodical, a newspaper, 
and a magazine, a good, and a service, over a pre-specif ied 
time period, and a retail facility/or store from which the 
at least one of an issue of at least one of a periodical, a 
newspaper, and a magazine, a good/ and a service, can be 



fu: 



picked-up or received, and 
device at least one of ere, 
a subscription, wherein 
message containing informati 
and 



r wherein the processing 
efe/a subscription and initiates 
ice generates a 
regarding the subscription; 



tS*e p:soces&mg 



a transmitter for transmitting the message to at 
least one of a communication device associated with an 
individual and a point-off sale transaction device 
associated with a retail If acility or store. 



IN THE SPECIFICATION: 



Please amend the Specification as follows: 
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